Sisters of Notre Dame In Massacht

Learn the stories of the women who helped shape education
Massachusetts and beyond.
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In 1849, 3 Sisters of Notre Dame came from Cincinnati, Ohi
and coach to Boston, Massachusetts to take over the churct
St. Mary's in the North End of Boston. They arrived at the |
and Fitchburg Railroad Station on Saturday, November 10.
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The sisters were given this Stillman Street home as their

convent in Boston. There were no stairs. They had to climb-

to get to their second floor bedroom. Sometimes a sister wi

stranded upstairs when one of them forgot to leave the lad
place.
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Street in Boston. Because the house was built on landfill, 1
cellar became flooded whenever the tide came in. This cat
a serious problem with mold, leading to iliness and eventus
to the death of 2 of the sisters. In 1864, they were finally ab
move their convent and school to Berkeley Street with the

of Dr. Henry Ingersoll Bowditch.
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In 1852, the Sisters of Notre Dame were also invited to oper
for children at St. Patrick's in Lowell, MA.
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In 1854 and in 1855, after the Know Nothing Party won elec
the state, a committee from the Massachusetts legislatL
Investigated the convents in Roxbury and Lowell, MA as pa
antrimmigration movement. This lithograph, created by Dz
Claypoole Johnson, mocked the committee by showing tl
Investigating pig sties, looking under beds and in the outho
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In 1854, they were invited to 2 more parishes, the Immacu
Conception Parish in Salem, MA and to Roxbury, MA where
opened their first Notre Dame Academy,

a boarding school for girls.
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Sister Desiree Erculisse-I&1% was the first Superior at S
Patrick's Convent in Lowell. Because so many immigrant p
worked in the textile mills, she insured that all children coulc
school by providing what was most likely the first childcare
In the United States in 1853. She is holding a signal or whe
call the clicker, used in classrooms by the Sisters of Notre
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St. Mary's School in Lawrence, MA was the fourth Notre [
School to open in Massachusetts. In 1860, the Sisters oper
schools Saints Peter and Paul School in South Boston and

Boston, the Holy Redeemer School and the Assumption S
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The Pemberton Mill in Lawrence, Massachusetts collapse
January 10, 1860, less than five months after the Sisters o
Dame had opened St. Mary's School. The school was use¢
temporary morgue for the dead until they could be identifie
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In 1867, the Sisters of Notre Dame moved beyond easte
Massachusetts to open the Holy Name School in
Chicopee, Massachusetts.
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In 1872, the Sisters of Notre Dame opened their next con\
Worcester, Massachusetts to begin work at the new St. Johr
The sisters eventually went on to open 2 more schools n W

-Ascension and Notre Dame Academy.
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In 1877, the Sisters were invited to open St. Mary's Scho
Cambridge. This was followed by the Blessed Sacrament S
Between 1877 and 1889, the Sisters of Notre Dame opened

schools in Massachusetts, including a Novitiate in Walthan
train postulants and novices. The schools were in Lynn, S
Springfield, Somerville, East Boston and Woburn.
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Until this Novitiate was built in Waltham in 1889, the Sistel

Notre Dame instructed their novices in Cincinnati or someti

Roxbury or Boston. With the increase in vocations, there

growing need for a new and permanent novitiate. This build

used until 1962 when the Sisters completed a new novitia
Ipswich, Massachusetts.
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From May to October of 1893, the Massachusetts Sisters c
Dame participated in the Columbian Exposition in Chicago.
World's Fair was opened to commemorate the 500th annive
Columbus' arrival in the new world. Students from Notre D
schools across Massachusetts sent examples of their lesson
the Fair to demonstrate the strength of Catholic education.
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In 1899, the Massachusetts Sisters of Notre Dame de N
purchased the Swan Farm in Worcester. In 1906, the si:
completed the work on this building, designed to be a place
for ill and ailing sisters. When the Sisters of Notre Dame ar
Boston in 1849, there were only 3 sisters sent. Fifty years le
than 1600 women, just in Massachusetts, had taken their
Sisters of Notre Dame de Namur. During those years, the
opened 33 schools in Massachusetts and Rhode Island. In
century, their numbers and influence would continue to g
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